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GUILDFORD TOWN CENTRE MASTER PLAN 
 
Forty years ago there was a masterplan for Guildford that enabled the High Street to 
become pedestrianised this involved the extension of York Road, the creation of 
Onslow Street and a new bridge over the River Wey. Unfortunately this work created 
a road and traffic barrier between the town centre, the river and the station. At that 
time before the law courts, county court and flats in Walnut tree close were built the 
opportunity to cross the river and railway down stream was missed and we are now 
living with the consequence of a divided town and traffic congestion. As a result 
Guildford is one of the most congested towns in England. Employers and shoppers 
are already turning their backs on Guildford due to traffic congestion. This situation 
will only get worse as more shops, supermarkets etc. are added to the town centre 
without decisive traffic circulation and access improvements. 
  
We now have another opportunity for a new visionary masterplan to correct this 
situation and unleash Guildford’s potential by redirecting traffic and pedestrianising 
and landscaping Guildford from the top of the High Street across Onslow Street 
across the river and to the station forecourt. This opportunity will be lost for another 
40 years at least if the current plans by Solum Regeneration for the station go ahead 
without reservations for future road improvements. 
 
I attach a Drawing Ref. DOD1434/004 as a diagrammatic illustration of these ideas 
for discussion showing one way that this can be achieved. It is not going to be easy 
and it is going to cost a lot of money. However there is plenty of room in Onslow 
Street with other traffic removed, to take all the town centre bus stops. The existing 
bus station site, worth say £10 million, will then become available for development.  
 
Guildford is blessed with a chalk hill that is ideal tunnel material and with two existing 
tunnel portals these will enable the construction of a road tunnel to take north south 
traffic out of the town centre, out of sight and out of earshot without the need to 
demolish a single building. By using the excavated chalk to remediate Racks close to 
original levels not only will there be a huge saving in tunnel costs but also the 
potential for 6 house plots on Warwick’s Bench worth say £5 million will be created. 
The cost of the tunnel has been estimated at £30million. This compares with £40 
million recently spent by Westfield just to upgrade the Friary. The general lift in 
property values across the town due to better access and better town centre 
environment will dwarf the tunnel costs. 
 
Guildford lacks parking space with good access to the High Street and if the High 
Street is not to suffer serious decline when the Friary Phase 2 is developed this will 
have to be remedied. This can be done out of sight with a new car park for say 1,000 
cars under South Street accessed from the new tunnel with direct pedestrian 
connection to the High Street via Tunsgate Square. 
 
Currently internationally known consultants are looking at these ideas, they include 
Quantity Surveyors who are refining costs and benefits, traffic engineers who are 
testing the new traffic proposals and tunnelling engineers are looking into the tunnel 
design. 
 
We put these ideas forward as a vision for Guildford for the next 40 years and look 
forward to a lively discussion. 
 
David Ogilvie Dip. Arch. Dip. T&CP. ARIBA. MRTPI> 




	Ogilvie_1434_003.pdf
	Guildford TC Masterplan 004 1-5000 DRAFT.pdf

